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Dear Dr. Osofsky,

On behalf of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), I would like to
sincerely thank you for your technical assistance during the regional workshop on the inter-linkages
between biodiversity and human health for Africa, co-hosted in partnership with the World Health
Organization (WHO), from 2 to 5 April 2013, in Maputo, Mozambique.

It is clear that the Wildlife Conservation Society-led Health & Ecosystems: Analysis of Linkages
(HEAL) programme is a very helpful resource for SCBD and for Parties interested in a science-based
approach to understanding relationships between that state of our environment and public health. HEAL’s
science-to-policy-to-action agenda contributes to filling a very important and long-neglected niche, in
terms of the objective of providing real data that can meaningfully inform the types of complex land-use
and related natural resource utilization decisions that governments regularly need to make at a range of
decisions that, in the past, have often not been able to truly incorporate the full range of potential cross
sectoral impacts of importance to genuine social, ecological and economic sustainability. HEAL is a
unique consortium that provides a robust mix of environmental conservation and public health
organizations, institutions and agencies, and its focus on applied science to inform policy is most
welcome and long overdue, from the SCBD’s perspective.

I hope that the Secretariat and the Wildlife Conservation Society, through its HEAL Programme,
will continue to explore ways to collaborate, to help CBD Parties achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets,
to support African Member States in the ongoing implementation of the Libreville Declaration on Health
and Environment in Africa, and in other sustainability initiatives.

Yours sincerely,

/
Braulio Ferrejrá de Souza Dihs

Executi(ie’ecretary

Dr. Steve Osofsky
Senior Policy Advisor
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)
Bronx, New York, USA
E-mail: sosofsky(wcs.org
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