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To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to add my voice to those who have already offered their endorsement of
the Health & Ecosystems: Analysis of Linkages (HEAL)initiative. I feel very
comfortable doing so, as I know a number of the principals well and have worked
with them throughout their careers. The motivation of HEALconsortium members
is logical and clear. There is a belief among many scientists that our global life
support systems are failing as they are dismantled by humanity, piece by piece.
Sadly, there is still insufficient political will to generate the required action to secure
what is left of the natural world- even though that would be "for our own good." A
robustly designed, systematic, and rigorous effort to quantify the human health
implications of changes in the state of different natural systems is long overdue, and
I can only hope the HEALprogram will be able to get underway in earnest as quickly
as the donor community recognizes its vital importance. I know from experience
that such interdisciplinary work may not fit "neatly" into the bureaucracies that
often characterize development-oriented institutions. We must not let current
funding structures preclude the types of obvious actions that humanity must take
given our dominance of the planet and its biophysical cycles: the interdisciplinary
nature of the problems at hand must be met with commensurately integrative
solutions, as represented by HEAL'sapproach.

Avoiding a catastrophic loss of biodiversity globally clearly depends on an ethos of
global stewardship that has thus far eluded us. The policy-directed evidence base
that HEALaims to develop, with its innovative approach and top-notch consortium,
offers a real prospect for hope.

Thanks for listening.

Sincerely,


